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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-42 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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Application/Control Number: 09/780,839 
Art Unit: 2612 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 5 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claims 5 and 25 state "said peripheral device being inoperable without said 
image hub". This feature is not defined in the specification. In fact, the specification 
states that in step 720 of figure 7, the system user may disconnect the camera device 
610 from the image hub 110, and begin to capture additional images (specification: 
page 17, lines 11-12). For examination purposes the Examiner is reading this limitation 
as meaning that the peripheral device is operable without the image hub. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-13, 15, 18, 21-24, 26-33, 35, 38, and 41-42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Steinberg et al. US 6,006,039. 

Re claim 1 , 21 , and 41-42 Steinberg discloses a system for managing content 
information, comprising: a peripheral device (10) configured to capture content 
information (image data); and an image hub (14) configured to transfer content 
information (image data) from the peripheral device (10) to a data destination from with 
a system user selectively accesses content information (col. 3, line 45 - col. 4, line 52; 

fig- 1). 

Re claims 2 and 22, the peripheral device is a digital camera (10). 

Re claims 3 and 23, the content information captured by camera (10) is image 

data. 
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Re claims 4 and 24, Steinberg states that the PC (14) includes a transmitter (36) 
that can be a modem (col. 4, lines 1-15). 

Re claims 6 and 26, the image hub (14) disclosed by Steinberg is a PC therefore 
it includes a central processing unit, a memory device, a display, and input/output 
interfaces (36) (col. 4, lines 1-15; fig. 1). 

Re claims 7 and 27, the PC (14) includes application software and an operating 
system (col. 4, lines 1-52). 

Re claims 8 and 28, the PCs application software includes an editing module for 
editing image data that is sent from the camera (10) (col. 4, lines 32-52; col. 6, line 63- 
col. 7, line 4). 

Re claims 9 and 29, the input/output interface (36) is a modem (col. 4, lines 1- 

15). 

Re claims 10 and 30, the content information includes image data that 
corresponds to an image that was captured by the peripheral device (10), and a 
corresponding descriptor (database information added to image) that identifies the 
image data as being captured by the peripheral device (10) (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 5; 
col. 6, lines 21-25; col. 6, line 63-col. 7, line 4). 
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Re claims 1 1 and 31, Steinberg states that the peripheral device (10) includes a 
built-in processor and memory (col. 3, lines 20-56). 

Re claims 12-13 and 32-33, Steinberg states that the peripheral device (10) is 
connected to the image hub (14) in order to download image data to the image hub (14) 
for processing (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 5; col. 6, line 63-col. 7, line 19). 

Re claims 15 and 35, Steinberg states that an application software program in 
the image hub (14) determines management functions for handling the image 
information (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 5). 

Re claims 1 8 and 38, the management functions for handling image information 
include data editing (col. 6, line 63-col. 7, line 5). 

Claims 1, 12-13, 15-21, 32-33, and 35-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Miller et al. US 5,949,551. 

Re claims 1 , 21 , and 41-42, Miller discloses a system for managing content 
information, comprising: peripheral devices (2A-2N) configured to capture content 
information (image data); and an image hub (20) configured to transfer the content 
information (image data) from the peripheral devices (2A-2N) to data destinations (40A- 
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40N) from which a system user accesses the content information (image data) (col. 10, 
lines 1-59; col. 12, lines 51-67; figs. 1-4). 

Re claims 12-13 and 32-33, Miller states that states that the peripheral devices 
(2A-2N) are connected to the image hub (20) in order to download image data to the 
image hub (20) for processing (col. 10, lines 1-52). 

Re claims 15 and 35, Miller states that an application software program in the 
image hub (20) determines management functions for handling the image information 
(col. 10, lines 20-52). 

Re claims 16 and 36, the image management functions performed by the image 
hub (20) include a data routing function for transferring the content information (image 
data) from the image hub (20) to data destinations (40A-40N) using a wireless 
communications data transfer or a hard-wired network data transfer (col. 10, lines 20- 
52). 

Re claims 17 and 37, Miller discloses a data routing function that includes 
marking the content information (image data) with an image identifier tag (identification 
signal) that is recognized and utilized by either the image hub (20) or the data 
destinations (40A-40N) to provide the content information (image data) to a system user 
(col. 12, lines 28-67). 
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Re claims 18 and 38, the management functions for handling image information 
include data editing (col. 13, lines 13-31). 

Re claims 19 and 39, Miller states that the image hub (20) determines whether 
valid conditions exist for performing image management functions and presents an error 
message (inquiries are sent) if valid conditions do not exist and executes the image 
management functions if valid conditions do exist (col. 14, lines 8-67). 

Re claims 20 and 40, Miller states that a system user accesses content 
information (image data) from data destinations (40A-40N) and performs data editing, 
data manipulation, and data ordering procedures on the content information (image 
data) (col. 13, lines 13-31). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 5, 14, 25, and 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Steinberg et al. in view of Takahashi et al. US 6,580,460. 

Re claims 5, 14, 25 and 34, Steinberg discloses an image hub (computer 14) that 
downloads content information (image data) from a peripheral device (camera 10) (col. 
3, line 45 - col. 4, line 52). However, although the Steinberg reference states that a 
peripheral device may be connected to an image hub it fails to state that the image hub 
provides a power source for recharging a power supply in the peripheral device. 

Takahashi discloses in figure 1 an image-sensing device (117) that is capable of 
being connected to a printer (118). The Examiner is reading the image-sensing device 

(1 1 7) as a peripheral device and the printer (1 1 8) as an image hub. When the printer 

(118) is connected to the peripheral device (117) it may be used to recharge a power 
supply (109) of the peripheral device (117) (col. 3, lines 29-59). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include the 
concept of using a device that is connected to a peripheral device to recharge the power 
supply of the peripheral device as disclosed by Takahashi in the camera capable of 
connecting to a computer as disclosed by Steinberg. Doing so would provide a means 
for preventing battery consumption or short battery during the transport of image data 
(Takahashi: col. 1, lines 40-45). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ward et al. (US 6,784,924) discloses a network configuration file for 
automatically transmitting images from and electronic still camera. The information 
regarding transmitting digital image data is pertinent material. 

Sarbadhikari et al. (US 5,477,264) discloses an electronic imaging system using 
a removable software-enhanced storage device. The informating regarding transmitting 
image data is pertinent material. 

Anderson (US 6,177,957) discloses a system and method for dynamically 
updating features in an electronic imaging device. The information regarding the 
connection of a camera to a computer is relevant material. 



Steinberg et al. (US 6,750,902) discloses a camera network communication 
device. The information regarding the connection of a camera to a computer is relevant 
material. 
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Steinberg et al. (US 6,328,325) discloses a camera network communication 
device. The information regarding the connection of a camera to a computer is relevant 
material. 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached at (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 

A 

submitting all Official communications is (571) 273-8300. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). I 



